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peeFultoh, 8/21/50. Third two week production of Festiva) Theatre 
presents Marsha Hunt and anthony Quinn in a new version of Lynn Riggs comedy Roadside. 


Deily Reviewers Rate New Play 


The Liv Livewire-Playhouse, 8/11/50. First new comedy of season was welcomed by 
six mild "pros", three "cons" and one "so-so" review. Direction and dialogue of di- 
rectoreauthor Garson Kinin shared equal raves with the fine comedy acting of Murvyn 
Vyey Jack Gilford, Pat Harrington, Sheila Bond and Scott MeCaye But critics of He- 
rald*Tribune, Journal-dmerican end Post thought plot was too thin even for midesumer 
fares Atkinson, Times, who filed the split vote would rather have voted the play as 
a vaudeville shows O'Gonnor, Journol-American, subbing for the 111 Garland, printed 
a press release gag to show how unoriginal the humor was. - Severel expected more spon- 
— from the author of Bom Yesterday and Rat Race. Sylvester; News, considered 
he comedy pleasantly hokey and a generally funny enough version of Room Service for 
hot weather, Coleman, Mirror, billed it as “riot, robust laughs". =’ 


Summer Theatre Tryouts 


Lester Cohen's edaptation of Wolfe's The Web and fhe ves premiered at Spa 
Theatre, Saratoga, New Yorke Russ, Variety, suggests rewriting and recasting for 
this basically interesting script. Joel Ashley gives the top portrayal of his career 
while the critic thinks Ray Francis is overacting. Direction by Richard Barr seems 
to miss in many spot 6. . „Richerd Reich's The Dark Corridor melodrama has a good chance 
for Broadway, comments Stern, Show Business, who witnessed the play at White Barn 
Club Theetre, Westports Show, which needs some tightening, also would do well as a 
movie, Irving Phillips’ adaptation of Spence*s Gne Foot In Heaven produced by Pasa- 
dena, California, Playhouse, has little to offer for Broadway, writes Kap, Variety. 
But it might become a straw hat standard. 


Miss Arthur vs» Management 


Though confusion is still the key word, Betty Field may replace Jean Arthur in 
the title role of Peter Pan. Miss arthur withdrew from the cast of the Barrie reviv- 
al last Friday at 7200 Peli. saying she ves “tired” and in need of a few weeks reste 
Management suspended her contracts Miss arthur, through her lawyer Morris Ernst, de- 
manded an Equity heering. Latest rumor is that Miss Arthur now seeks to return to 
the cast. Barbara Baxley, understudy, has been playing the role during the discus- 


Questions & Audiences 
Col een, Mirror, discovered during his recent lectures that the most popular 
question was "What do you think *The Cocktail „ans!“ The critic is convinced 


thet our wonderful theatre will never die as long as so many intelligent people love 
ite 


Cheoking the Ads 


Government sponsored Washington, DeCepageant Faith of Our Fathers, which drew 
poor notices from the NeYecritics who attended the opening, placed a miscontexed 
"quote" ad in Sunday's NeYeTimese Ad claims Atkineon Reit ing. In 
beth his review and his Sunday erticle, the Times critic noted that this was the 
least interesting of the Paul Green sysphonic dreams, In neither are these words 
used to describe the proceedings. 


A Key to M Criticism 4t A Glance ' 


Shows are ‘pated as to how the erit 106 Liked them, not if they think they will be 
hits. 60-80% means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show for 
an entertsining or stimuleting evening. 


le NY Memos U. Newark News 221. Catholic Worla 
WY Herald Tribune 12. Women’s Wear Daily 22¢ Commonweal 

3e NY News 13. Daily Worker 23. 

4 NY Mirror 14. Wall Street Journal 24. ChreSei.lonitor 
Se NY Compass (PM, Star) 15. Journal of Commerce. 25% Sat Review Lit, 
6% NY Post. : 16, George Jean Nathan 26% Newsweek 
7. NY. Sun (Morehouse) 17. Morning Telegraph 27. Time 

8. NY Journal American . 18. Variety . 2238, Nation 

9, NY World Telegram and Sm 19, Billboard’ 229, New Republic 
10. Brooklyn Eegle 20. Theatre Arts New Yorker 


1/2/50» 21 votes. Cope 
The Consul-Barrymore, 5/0. Prot 27 votes, Cont 22. 6-29. 


2/10/45. Prot 28 votes. Cont 29. So=S08 27. 


Gent leme efer Blonde ~Ziegfeld, Pros 21 votes. 6-21-28. 


The Ei 21 votes. Cont 5-6-7-20-26-2 28-30. 


-None* 13. 


Kine lina 22/31/48. 28 votese Cont 2% None? 28. 
Viedding= Empire, 1/5/5046 Prot 26 votese Con? 16. 2-22-30 


Mister Roberta-Alvin, 2/13/48. Pros 24 votes. Cope 21-24. 13-16-17. 
None? 28. 
2 Mint er Garden, Prot Cont 1-2-12- 


16-26-2792 292306 3-14-28. Noner 


Pater 4/24/50. E 21 vot os. Cont B-. 6-139. 
28. 


South Pocificehajestic, 4/8/49. Prot 19 votes. Cont 27. — Sot 23. 
None? 


Texas Li") Darlin'-Hellinger, Prot 12 votes. Sent 
29-30. 25 11-20-2627. None? 25n2 


Where's Charley?-St Janes, 10/11/48. “Pros 15 Cont 2-7-9-10-13-16-22-24 
25-26 So=Sot 1-27. Nonet 10-28. 


Werle rt in Beek, 750. Prot 15 votes. Gopt 
232526272 B. 18-29. 


— use. 21 vot es. Con¥ 11-16=29=30. 26. 
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* Green Room Department ' 


„% „ „% „„ es ese „„ @ 


Ddr 60. oss wle patrons of Williem Saroyan's The Son were odvised not to attend 
the current production by the author in en essay esay in Herald Tribunee The play is 
bad, end the pleying is worse. Saroyan tried to explain the kind of play he 
meant to write. 


'UDIENCE , Bil iboerd reports that NeYelegitimate attendance is down four pere ent 
over a two year period. Mine million, three hundred seventy-three thousand at- 
tended 66 shows pleyed in 25 different houses in the 1949-1950 season. ‘While 25 
percent fewer shows were presented, those produced made more moneye 


GREEK REPORTeeeThirty-five cents cdmission in Athens brought a wow“ from Rice, Post, 
when he was informed of the ticket price by Greek critic Rodepolos Dimitrius 
Karegatsia. Seventy percent of plays produced in the ten theatres in Athens are 
American, though the reviewer can't explein the dearth of modern Greek playwrights. 


WRITER'S QUEST eesNew Orleans and Son Francisco are the only two American cities left 
with e romantic eppesl to a writer, Tennessee Willioms wrote in N. T. Tines Maca- 
zine dispatch from Rome. The Italion city fits his ideal of a peaceful, beauti- 
ful, interesting city in which to writes 


ACCENT ON LIST. . TS Marlon Brando's manner of speaking for real? ‘his is the ques- 
tion Kilgellen, Journel American, has been pondering for wars. In all his 
stage end movie eppearances she thinks the actor speaks with a lisp which nears 
the comi¢e 


COMPLIMENTS??? .céi/atts, Post, doesn*t know whether to feel complimented or not when 
he realizes that his "fine end provocative” thoughts on the drama go unnoticed. 
But his recent though thet the present crop of critics lacks the prestige of 
their predecessors was quoted near and fare 


BARRYMORE PANNEDeeeNBC presentation of 1935 programs featuring John Barrymore readings 
from Shakespeare didn't impress Crosby, Herald Tribune, He thinks the dubbded<in 
sound effects were horrible. If they disinter the legend of yr niet: many more 
times, there will be nothing left of ite 


DEPRESSING HRE. „The most depressing chore in show business, admits Billy 20. News 
is to turn down 90 out of 100 beautiful showgirls with the cold words “Sorry, 
you're not the type,.“ Thet is why in recent years he hes handed this unpleasant 
task over to an assistante 


THEATRE ort imer, Mirror, charges thet the Federal Theatre Project is to 
for that fact that show business todsy is "loaded with Communists, bum talent, 
and other pink scume” He quotes a letter from Jalt er HeBrooks which cleims that 
the P. project discriminated against real talent while it encouraged leftwingers. 


HARMONY TOO. . Agreement of Actors Equity and League of NeY.Theatres on contract terms 
was cited by Theatre News Jeekly as a typicelly American form of harmonye Both 
sides were praised for their bigness in wisdom, spirit and loyaltye 


CHIPS DON. . Group of prominent theetre people took full page ad in NeYeTimes to pre- 
sent their theme that the chips were down for the UeSe, and that we must fight 
the real enemy Communiem. Ad was written by playwright Maxwell Andersons 


fand om Tt s 


George Bernard Shaw, so it is rumored, mey come to UsSe in the fall and appear 
on a TV showeeeJohn Mason Brown, SRL, lectured at Breed Loaf, Vt. Writers Conferences 
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* Summer Theet res 


Production of Joe Turner's Best of Spirits et Putnam County, M. T. Playhouse 
lived up to the expectations of its sponsor, Rice, Poste He found thet the values he 
spotted on the printed pege came to lifee Cast and director were credited with a fine. 
job for understanding the delicate fiber of the plays Mary Heyden was praised for her 
lead role. Rockland County, NeYe Circle Theatre is strongly supported by the theatre 
folk who summer nearby, Rice discovered. ‘Many enlist aid of friends and neighbors to 
attend the performances, while Maxwell Anderson wrote and paid for an ed in the loral 
pepersesePrinceton, N. J. Sumer Theatre closed in the black. Rice expleins that pro- 
ducer Herbert Kenwith ended his successful season early because he couldn't find 
enough stars to drew his perticuler kind of aud i ene o. 


— 


Williem Seroyen's The Son, produced et the 36th Street l the Circle 
Theatre lived up to the author's predictionse Atkinson, Times, and Watts, Pos t, did 
not discover eny of the lyric charm or disarming naivete that was apparent in the au- 
thor's earlier workse This pley provided only a dismal and irritating evenings. 
Atkinson doubted if even the author knew whet the play was about, while Watts thought 
the actors were notebly inerticulate. 


' Interview Round Up 


SUSAN PETERSeeeBarretts of \iimpole Street touring ster, now playing at Brooklyn Flet- 

bush isn't tied down to her wheel chair mentally, Sheeffer, Bagle, learned. The young 
actress who shot herself in e hunting accident plens to earn enough money over a seven 
year period so she can study lewe This is one profession she thinks a woman can keep 

active from e cheir until 60 or 70. In the meantime ‘shehas tried t ennie, bowling and 

hunt ing fren a sitting position. 


Jam WILDBERGs « Black Chiffon nm producer revealed on MBS Sardis how and where he got the 
money to produce the new pley which will open in NeYe September llthe Ed Lewis, a 

reel estate egent, is the chief backer of the play. He gave wildberg the money because 
he has confidence in his judgment. 


LEONARD LYONSeeeNeYePost syndicated columist would just be starting his career if he 
followed the edvice of NeYeeditors, he admitted to WNBC Mary Margaret McBridee They 
told him 22 years ego to go out of town end work his way up the journalistic ladder. 
Instead he contributed to the various columns and took his clippings to the editorse 
Pinelly the NeYePost gave his his chence. 


LUISE MDR. . Lady in the Sea star realizes that some American critics don't appre- 
ciate Ibsen or Chekhov she explained to WCBS Margaret Arlene But she picked the Ibsen 
revival because she thinks it has absolute contemporary values. Though she has ap- 
peared in few plays and pictures, the actress finds that success in U. 8. is a tragedye 
A hit play continues for years, draining the actors. She is eppesring for $50 per 
week in the Festival Theatre production. 


JULIE HARRISeecMember of the Wedding star thanked Actors“ Studio for parte her the 
way to make herself e better actress she told Rice, Poste „ithout it she fears she 
would be an actress on the loose in the city. Rice noted thet it was difficult to 
distintuish between Miss Harris and the role she plays in the McCullers play. 


' News & Notes mS 


Joseph Schoenfeld has been named editor of Daily VerietyeeeNYS"Certified Public 
Accountant” reports that one week“ e box office receipts of all summer theetres exceeds 
gross receipts of NeYelegitimete theatres at height of the seasone.eCotholic Theatre 
Conference held at home of Mrs. Christopher Wyatt, Catholic World. 


Fu 
ee eee „ @ 
* — ne — 
| 


